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Question of the Week: 

In alignment with the Board of Education’s Legislative Affairs Committee’s goal of enhancing 

communication with the community, Garden City Public Schools has continued its “Question of the 

Week” feature. If you have a question you’d like answered about public or board policy, school district 

operations, or budget preparation and voting, please email: knightc@gcufsd.net.  

April 25, 2017 

Q: Parents often compare school programs or building amenities to other districts. How do you 

respond to such comparisons? 

A: Comparisons can provide a general sense of a school district’s local, state, and national standing. 

Outside organizations annually rank school districts using a variety of metrics, including graduation 

rates, the number of students taking Advanced Placement exams and the scores achieved, the 

percentage of free and reduced lunch students, and more. Annual ranking organizations include U.S. 

News & World Report, Newsweek, The Washington Post and schooldigger.com.  

Each ranking organization utilizes its own set of metrics, so the parameters of the rankings are an 

important consideration when reviewing these findings. Whatever the metric, Garden City Public 

Schools consistently ranks in the top tier of public school districts on Long Island. For example, just 

released on April 25, 2017, U.S. News & World Report ranked Garden City as #2 public high school on 

Long Island; for 2016, the same publication ranked Garden City as #3. For 2015, Garden City ranked #1. 

The difference between these placings can come down to a percentage point or less. 

Ranking organizations often include ALL school types in comparisons, that is, along with open 

enrollment public schools, like Garden City, they include results from charter, magnet, and/or privately 

backed schools. These schools can select students for admissions and expulsion, so another important 

consideration when reviewing school rakings is to disaggregate by school TYPE. Open enrollment public 

schools admit and educate all students, so the metrics for Garden City Public Schools include the results 

for ALL students, including students with disabilities.  

As important as the district’s emphasis on academic rigor, and not included as a metric on the national 

rankings, Garden City Public Schools is equally focused on the development of well-rounded students 

who feel valued and included in the school community. The social-emotional growth and development 
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of our students is integral to the district’s standards of success during the school-age years and long 

after they graduate. To inform district and building administration, student surveys have been 

conducted at the elementary, middle and high schools to determine how students feel about the school 

culture, and their perceptions about feeling safe, secure, and valued. The results of the most recent 

survey indicated an overwhelmingly positive response. Each building maintains a character education 

program and a wealth of opportunities to appeal to students’ interests. Alums, too, share their sense of 

college preparedness during Alum Return Day and in testimonials (see “In Their Own Words” video 

series on the district website).  

The proposed 2017-2018 budget for Garden City Public Schools operationalizes all aspects of the school 

program from academics to athletics and clubs. It also maintains the buildings themselves, and all the 

technology, books, and supplies needed to fill our classrooms. As the vote approaches on May 16th, 

please consider that even though Garden City Public Schools has proposed a budget that stays within 

the tax cap for the sixth year in a row, registered voters still must vote on May 16th, 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. at 

Garden City High School. All the budget information is included on our website under the “Budget 

Information” sidebar on the district website: www.gardencity.k12.ny.us.   

 

 


